
John Phillip Abbott  
 
 
John Phillip Abbott explores the relationship between text and images with a grid-like structure  interweaving with 
words that serve as images above concepts. The construction is visually intense, the structures challenge 
comprehension and present itself as a puzzle between “reading” and “seeing”. The starting point is the word itself and 
its meaning as it refers to the artist's past experiences and memories, actualized in words.  
 
The actual process of painting for Abbott may be seen as a journey of gradual detachment from the meaning of the 
word. Or, put differently, his creative process is a passage: from “reading” to “seeing”. Once completed, the viewer 
will be invited to follow the same path, only backwards, from “seeing” to “reading”. What will be read remains 
enigmatic due to the autobiographical nature of the words.  
 
 
b. 1975, Wausau, Wisconsin, USA 
Lives and Works in Silver City, New Mexico, USA 
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SELECTED EXHIBITIONS (*solo shows marked by asterisk) 

 
2019 *The Zen Paintings, Gleichapel, Paris, France 
2018 Power Ts 2018, Pierogi Gallery, New York City, NY 
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